
Fact Sheet: Tortoise 176

• Th i s  i s  a smal l  f igu r ine of a to rto i se.

• 176 i s  the f igu r ine ’s  acce ss io n n umber – th i s  i s  the un ique 
number u se d to  i dent ify it  i n  the Great North Mu seum: Hancock ’s  
reco rds.

• The f igu r ine i s  made from c lay (wh ich i s  al so  cal le d ‘ te r racotta ’ ) . 
I t  was made in  a mou ld ,  befo re it  was deco rate d an d then f i re d in  
a k i ln .

• F igu r ine s li ke th i s  were probab ly toys fo r  ch i ldren .

• The f igu r ine was made in  Greece between 480 an d 323 BC.

• The f igu r ine i s  3.22cm h ig h .

• The f igu r ine i s  6 .34cm lo ng.

• The f igu r ine we ig hs 45g.

• The to rto i se was made in  a pre ss mou ld to  create the deta i l s  o n 
the to p. The bottom,  inc lu d ing the feet wou ld have been mou lde d 
by han d . 



This is a modern replica of the tortoise: it was made by a 
potter, using clay, like the ancient, original object. It is not 
exactly the same size and shape as the real tortoise, but it 

gives you an idea of what the object feels like.

There is a modern replica of the tortoise in your resources 
box: handle it and see if you prefer the replica or the 3D 

print?

This is a 3D-print of the tortoise. The ancient, original 
object was scanned and it has been printed in plastic. It is 
exactly the same size as the real tortoise, but it is not the 

same weight and it does not feel the same. 

There are two 3D prints of the tortoise in your resources 
box: handle one and see if you prefer the 3D print or the 

replica?

Tortoise replica

Tortoise 3D-print


